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Balance on hand Jan. 1, 1907 (Asheville Proc. p. 19) 



12721.27 



Receipts 

Membership dues, 1352 at $2 $2704.00 

223 at 3 669.00 

199 at 5 995.00 

8 at 25 200.00 

1 at 100 100.00 

Fees for collecting checks 

Interest on endowment funds 

Interest on bank deposits 

Sale of Proceedings 

Individual contributions 



4668.00 

2.90 

417.85 

56.73 

13.66 

150.00 

$8030.41 



Payment* 

Bulletin (including Proceedings and Handbook) 

Asheville conference 

Headquarters 

Salaries $2882.48 

Rent 420.81 

Sundry 427.28 

Secretary's salary 

Secretary's office expenses 

Treasurer's office expenses 

Committees and sections 

Paid Trustees of Endowment fund 

Life and perpetual members 

Balance Dec. 31, 1907 



$1626.01 
493.13 



3730.57 
250.00 
119.61 
126.88 
434.62 

300.00 
949.59 

$8030.41 



The PRESIDENT: This report will be 
accepted, referred and audited in the usual 
manner. 

The Secretary then read the reports of 
the Council and Executive board. (See 
p. 406) 

The PRESIDENT: It is now proper for 
the Chair to announce the members of some 
committees which it is customary for him 
to appoint. The Committee on Resolutions 
will consist of Mr George T» Little, Miss 
Mary W. Plummer and Mr C. R Dudley. 
The tellers of election are Mr C. E. Rush 
and Mr C. H. Milam. 

The report of the A. L. A. Publishing 
board was presented by Mr H. E. Legler. 



REPORT OF THE A. L. A. PUBLISHING 
BOARD 

In compliance with the provisions of 
Section 22 of the A. L. A. constitution, 
the annual report of the Publishing board 
is hereby submitted. Customary figures 
and statistics hereto appended are for 
the calendar year 1907. In other respects 
this report aims to summarize the re- 
sult of the Board's transactions for the 
library year ending this month. 

Finding that the financial resources of 
the American Library Association would 
not permit the continuance of headquar- 
ters with the administrative machinery 
operative during the past few years, the 
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Executive board considered, in special 
meeting held at Stamford in October last, 
the advisability of their discontinuance 
or transference elsewhere than at Boston, 
if arrangements could be effected involv- 
ing less cost. Inasmuch as the interests 
entrusted to the A. L. A. Publishing board 
were vitally concerned in the proposed 
changes, a representative of our Board 
attended this meeting. An offer was re- 
ceived from the trustees of the Carnegie 
library at Pittsburg guaranteeing for a 
period of years suitable rooms, with free 
service as to care, lighting and heating, 
and the Executive board thereupon ad- 
journed to meet in that city shortly there- 
after for a personal inspection of the 
premises and further consideration of the 
offer. By invitation of the Executive 
board the chairman of the Publishing 
board likewise attended this meeting. 
While the Executive board was unanimous- 
ly favorable to the acceptance of the 
Pittsburg proposition, it was deemed un- 
wise to make final arrangements until 
the members of the American Library As- 
sociation had had full opportunity to ex- 
press their wishes and to indicate, by a 
concensus of opinion, where the head- 
quarters should finally be located. Inas- 
much as the Publishing board would have 
been seriously embarrassed by any sudden 
removal of headquarters or by the abso- 
lute abolishment of them, which seemed 
likely to occur as a result of the financial 
situation, action was taken' by the Pub- 
lishing board for such assistance in the 
maintenance of headquarters at 34 New- 
bury street, Boston, as would permit at 
least temporary continuance thereof until 
this Conference. Expected contributions 
to the headquarters fund, as hoped for by 
Mr Hovey, not having been secured, it 
was not possible for the Executive board 
to continue the position of executive of- 
ficer after the first of January last, and 
by arrangement with the Publishing board, 
Miss Nina E. Browne was placed in charge 
of headquarters as representative of the 
A. L. A. This is the arrangement which 
now obtains, subject to the further deter- 



mination of the Conference now in session 
as to future plans and policies. 

The Publishing board would call your 
attention, in the event, as seems not un- 
likely, that the transference of head- 
quarters from Boston to New York, Pitts- 
burg or Chicago may be ordered, that 
affairs entrusted to them are very inti- 
mately related to such of the A. L. A. 
interests as naturally center at headquar- 
ters; that therefore the final selection and 
the administrative policy incident thereto 
should be largely governed by considera- 
tions of mutual convenience and effective 
business administration. The physical 
property in charge of the Publishing board 
is considerable, and the necessities in- 
volved in editorial work render imperative 
location in some library center where fa- 
cilities are ample and reference thereto 
easy; and there is the further very im- 
portant consideration that a publishing 
concern cannot, without loss of prestige 
and business, afford frequent removal of 
its offices. In establishing headquarters, 
therefore, the Publishing board would re- 
spectfully request that the large interests 
which are thus represented be given care- 
ful consideration. The following resolu- 
tion, adopted at a fully attended meeting 
of the Board when the possible change 
of headquarters was imminent, represents 
the views of the members constituting 
the Board: 

Resolved, That the Publishing board 
feels it desirable that the office of the Pub- 
lishing board should be in conjunction with 
the headquarters of the A. L. A., if the 
latter are in New York or Chicago; and 
would favor the removal of the Publishing 
board office to either of these places, if 
A. L. A. headquarters were established 
there with reasonable prospect of remain- 
ing there for a number of years, but it 
considers that for many reasons Pittsburg 
would be an undesirable place for the Pub- 
lishing board office, and the Board would 
be reluctant to remove its office thither in 
any event, until the A. L. A. headquarters 
should be so organized as to make the 
cooperation clearly advantageous. 

The financial statement attached hereto 
represents business operations up to Jan- 
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uary first of this year. As a matter of 
interest, however, showing the available 
resources, there is submitted herewith a 
statement received from Mr Corey, one of 
the trustees of the endowment fund, esti- 
mating funds available up to the end of 
the current calendar year. 

Balance of income account, Nov. 

30, as rendered $3,079.18 

Less amount paid Publishing 

board, Jan. 2 1,000.00 

$2,079.18 
Add stated income from bonds 

January 675. 

February 562.50 

March 575. 

May 300. 

July 675. 

August 712.50 

September 575. 

November 300. 

4,375.00 

Amount available to Dec. 30, 1908. .$6,454.18 

From the above estimate it will be 
learned that the Board is in a position to 
undertake bibliographical publications of 
interest and great usefulness, and sug- 
gestions will be welcomed from members 
of the Association who have in mind 
needed library aids which have heretofore 
been but inadequately supplied. 

A. L. A. booklist. Without increase in 
the subscription price, it has been decided 
to extend this publication from 8 to 10 
numbers annually, the editor's full time 
being given to the necessary editorial 
work. The number of titles is to be 
increased, in response to a demand from 
larger libraries, and special lists and 
indexed reference lists are to be 
omitted in the future. This is one of 
the most widely useful publications under- 
taken by the Board. The book purchases 
of the 8000 libraries in this country 
amount, in the aggregate, to a very large 
sum of money — doubtless more than a mil- 
lion dollars a year. The importance, 
therefore, of a current purchase list which 
shall give, particularly to the numerous 
small libraries of the country, a reliable 



guide for selection, with the confidence 
born of knowledge that the evaluation of 
the books has been made on the basis of 
consistency, and free from commercial 
considerations, cannot be overestimated. 
The bulk of the edition is subscribed for 
by the several library commissions, 
through which agency the Booklist is sent 
to several thousand of the libraries in 
their respective states. 

Subject headings. The compilation of 
material for the revised edition of the 
Subject headings is still in process. The 
completion of the work is now confidently 
looked for by the end of this year. Miss 
Esther Crawford, who is in charge thereof, 
has made a very thorough and painstaking 
examination of typical catalogs in various 
parts of the country, and has amassed 
a great quantity of material from those 
most competent to give it, to aid in de- 
termining the plan and scope of the 
work. Many suggestions were also re- 
ceived from members of the profession, 
as the result of questions asked by Miss 
Crawford through the columns of "Public 
Libraries" and "Library Journal." The 
Board is under special obligations to an 
advisory committee, comprising Mr Gard- 
ner M. Jones, Miss Theresa Hitchler and 
Miss Nina E. Browne, whose counsel has 
been of great value. From a report sub- 
mitted by them to the Board as to the 
progress of the work, we can confidently 
say that the new List of subject headings 
will be found to have been intelligently 
done on broad yet conservative lines. The 
new features which have been introduced 
have seemed excellent to the committee, 
and the result, when completed, will be 
a most useful tool for catalogers and li- 
brarians, beside being a work of scholarly 
attainment which will redound to the 
credit of the Association. 

Kroeger guide — new edition. Since the 
publication of the last edition of the Kroe- 
ger Guide in 1903, annual supplements 
have been issued. Some sections of the 
Guide having become antiquated, it was 
necessary to decide whether to revise 
those sections and reprint from the old 
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plates, with supplements added and bound 
in, or whether to undertake an entirely 
new edition. Miss Kroeger having con- 
sented to get the material up to date, the 
Board concluded to publish a new edition, 
and this is now in press. 

Foreign booklists. In this new series 
three numbers have appeared during the 
year: 

No. 1. Selected list of German books 
recommended for a small public library. 
Compiled by Miss Emma Gattiker for the 
Wisconsin free library commission. This 
list contains approximately 600 titles, and 
has been issued with an author and title 
index. Price 50 cents. 

No. 2. Selected list of Hungarian books. 
Compiled by Miss J. Maud Campbell for 
the New Jersey library commission. In 
the compilation of this list, Miss Camp- 
bell had the assistance of Dr Michael Sin- 
ger and the members of the Passaic Mag- 
yar Casino. Price 15 cents. 

No. 3. Selected list of French books. 
Compiled by Prof Jean Charlemagne 
Bracq of Vassar College. Price 25 cents. 

Other lists in this series in press or in 
process of compilation comprise the fol- 
lowing: 

Italian list, which is to be a reprint of 
Fumagalli's list in the Revista, now being 
undertaken by Miss Mary Morrison and 
Prof. Geddes. 

Dano-Norwegian list, compiled for the 
Wisconsin free library commission by Mr 
Arne Kildal of the Library of Congress, 
comprising some 300 titles and practically 
ready to be sent to the printer. 

Swedish list, being compiled for the 
Minnesota library commission by Miss 
Valfrid Palmgren, of the Royal society 
of Stockholm. 

Yiddish and Syrian booklists were also 
in contemplation, as there seemed to be 
a demand for them, but the plans for 
their publication were abandoned for the 
reason that the literature which is avail- 
able is in such poor form and is of such 
poor quality that it does not seem worth 
while to undertake the work. 

Manual of library architecture. Work- 
ing in cooperation with members of the 
state library commissions, Miss Cornelia 
Marvin, of the Oregon commission, has 
compiled, with an admirable introduction, 
a generously illustrated book dealing with 



the plans of small library buildings in 
various parts of the country. These plana 
are intended to serve by way of sugges- 
tion to boards having in contemplation the 
erection of buildings in the classes repre- 
sented in the book, and there are useful 
editorial notes calling attention to their 
excellencies as well as deficiencies, where- 
by library boards can profit by experience 
had elsewhere. This book is now in press 
and will be ready for delivery to subscrib- 
ers about the middle of July. Supplement- 
ing it, Mr William R. Eastman, of the New 
York state library, has revised and 
brought up to date his paper on "Library 
buildings" submitted at the Waukesha 
conference in 1901, and in its revised form 
the Board has issued it as one of its 
reprint series. 

Music list. Miss Louisa M. Hooper, of 
the Brookline public library, has compiled 
an excellent list of books on music, which 
is to be published shortly. 

A. L. A. catalog rules. It gives the Pub- 
lishing board pleasure to report that ma- 
terial progress has been made in the plans 
for putting into print the new A. L. A. 
Code of catalog rules. The Cataloging 
committee was in agreement in urging 
that the rules should be printed in two 
forms, an edition in book form and one 
on cards. The final conclusion reached 
was to print an abridgment of the Code 
separately for the use of the smaller li- 
braries, and to bind the unabridged and 
the simplified Code together for the use 
of those who might desire both within the 
same covers. There will therefore be 
three editions, to meet varying needs. 
The large Code is now in type and will be 
ready shortly. The simplified Code will 
probably make its appearance towards the 
end of the year. 

Cards. Cards for the current report of 
the Smithsonian institution have been 
printed. The cards for 1886-1895 having 
been exhausted, the set in stock now con- 
tains cards only for 1896-1906. Cards for 
volume 7, of the Old South leaflets, have 
been added to those previously issued, 
thus completing the set volume 1 to 7. 



132 



MINNETONKA CONFERENCE 



Enough orders for cards for the St. Louis 
Congress of arts and science have been 
received to justify printing. Copy is in 
course of preparation and cards will be 
sent out sometime during the summer. 
There has been an increasing number of 
subscribers for periodical cards. We re- 
gret to say that the Boston public library, 
one of the contributing libraries since the 
beginning of 1898, has withdrawn from 
further participation, but we are glad to 
report that Yale university library has 
consented to take up the work in its place. 

Acting upon the suggestion of the Mod- 
ern language association, through Pro- 
fessor Cunliffe of the University of Wis- 
consin, arrangements have been made for 
issuing cards indexing photographic re- 
productions of early English texts, now 
being issued by the Bodleian library. It 
is thought that by concerted action on 
the part of American university libraries, 
an increasing number of such reproduc- 
tions may be made accessible to students 
of English in the United States and 
Canada. 

Children's list. It had been hoped to 
have ready at this time the long desired 
Suggestive list of children's books. The 
Carnegie library of Pittsburg, which has 
been engaged in the making of a list of 
this character for the last two years, hav- 
ing enlarged the scope of the work con- 
templated by them, a modification of the 
original plans is rendered necessary. The 
League of library commissions being prin- 
cipally interested in this publication, the 
matter is now receiving consideration at 
their hands, and the form of publication 
will be determined largely by the recom- 
mendations to be received from them. 
While it is to be regretted that the 
changes in the original plans will neces- 
sitate a further delay, this has seemed 
to be unavoidable under the circum- 
stances. 

Guide to nature study. Difficulty in 
making satisfactory arrangements with the 
compiler has caused the Board to give up 
the proposed Guide to nature study. The 
manuscript as submitted was not up to 



date, and the necessary arrangements for 
bringing it up to date could not be ef- 
fected. 

Manual of library economy. Acting 
upon the request of the Committee on li- 
brary training and Round table confer- 
ence, Miss Plummer, chairman, the Board 
is about to undertake the publication of a 
Manual of library economy. By joint ar- 
rangement between these bodies and the 
Publishing board, an editor-in-chief will be 
chosen, with a board of sub-editors who 
are to plan the material to be included in 
the book and to arrange for the neces- 
sary contributions for it. It is planned to 
issue the several divisions or chapters 
separately in pamphlet form before in- 
cluding in the consolidated work. 

Other publication's planned with special 
reference to their use in library schools, 
include a series of Book tests worked out 
by Mrs Salome Cutler Fairchild, and a 
Reading list on library economy, com- 
piled by Miss E. L. Bascom of the New 
York state library. 

Reprint series. In addition to the pam- 
phlet on Library buildings, by Mr East- 
man, mentioned above, it is contemplated 
to issue from time to time in this series 
such articles in the library periodicals as 
may be included for reference in the 
Reading course now being conducted in 
"Public Libraries" on behalf of the League 
of library commissions, by Miss Alice Ty- 
ler of Iowa. Many of these references 
are to articles in numbers of these jour- 
nals long out of print, and as the Reading 
course has aroused wide-spread interest, 
there is likely to be a large demand for 
the copies of the reprints. These are to 
be issued at a nominal price as an effec- 
tive aid in the conduct of this Reading 
course. 

It may be proper at this time to men- 
tion the cordial cooperation which has 
been received by the Board through the 
members of the League of library commis- 
sions in initiating and procuring suitable 
material for publication. The library com- 
missions being in intimate touch especial- 
ly with the smaller libraries in their re- 
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epectlve territories, are enabled to give 
to the Board the benefit of their knowl- 
edge of the needs of the great number of 
libraries which have been started in the 
last decade, and the judgment growing 
out of their daily experience with them. 

Library tracts. Two additions have 
been made to this series during the past 
year: No. 9, Training for librarianship by 
Miss Mary W. Plummer, Chairman of the 
Committee on Training, and No. 10, Ma- 
terial for a public library campaign, com- 
piled by Mr Chalmers Hadley, Secretary 
of the Public library commission of Indi- 
ana. In this connection we regret to re- 
port that Library tract No. 8 has not met 
with a very ready sale. This tract, which 
tells the story of the up-building of a vil- 
lage library in Massachusetts, is splendid 
Inspirational literature, and we trust that 
it will hereafter meet with larger appre- 
ciation than it has up to date. 

With reference to the membership of 
the Board, we would report with regret, 



that owing to ill-health, Mr C. C. Soule 
was compelled, early in the year, to sever 
his relations, both as a member and as 
treasurer. For many years Mr Soule has 
given to the Board disinterested and val- 
uable service, his knowledge as a pub- 
lisher having been of special value in the 
conduct of the numerous enterprises we 
have been undertaking. In view of the 
likelihood that headquarters would be es- 
tablished elsewhere, the Executive board 
concluded not to fill the vacancy, in order 
that someone might be chosen residing 
near at hand when the determination 
should be made as to such location. Mr 
Gardner M. Jones kindly consented to 
serve as treasurer of the Publishing board, 
and has given excellent service in that 
capacity. Mrs H. L. Elmendorf was chosen 
to succeed Mr Melvil Dewey, whose term 
expired at the time of the last Conference. 
Respectfully submitted, 

HENRY E. LEGLER, 
Chairman. 



Financial statement based on the auditor's report 
CASH RECEIPTS 

Endowment fund $ 4000.00 

Accounts receivable 4352.76 

Cash sales 1530.57 

Interest 22.74 

Collection charges and stamps .50 

9906.52 

Balance Jan. 1st, 1907 744.25 

110650.77 
CASH PAYMENTS 

A. L. A. book-list $ 1215.73 

Boys and girls 66.56 

French fiction 1.15 

Architectural tracts 15.00 

Library tracts 191.36 

Kroeger's guide .31 

A. L. A. portrait index 20.45 

A. L. A. proceedings 138.87 

Warner cards 651.04 

Subject headings 1479.60 

Miscellaneous cards 5.00 

A. L. A. catalog rules 14.00 

Sundries 32.15 

Reprints 1905 34.00 

Children's reading 13.75 

Girls and women .67 

Accounts receivable 1.88 

Expense and income 3024.03 
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Advertising $ 184.33 

Insurance 39.00 

Furnishings (shelves and table) 42.55 

Addressograph 12.90 

Books and stationery 18.16 

Rent 441.66 

Traveling expenses 311.75 

Salaries 1710.25 

Bank collections 19.84 

Sundries (postage, express, 

etc.) 233.39 

Post office deposit on A. L. A. book-list 28.00 

Alice B. Kroeger 60.10 

Esther Crawford 10.51 

George lies 8.32 

W. I. Fletcher 395.36 

A. L. A. membership 10.00 

F. H. Gilson co 880.18 

Wright & Potter 67.15 

Library Bureau 959.09 

Houghton, Mifflin & co 181.70 

Postage paid by customers 44.21 

$ 9450.17 

Cash on hand Jan. 1st, 1908 1200.60 

$10650.77 

NET SALES 

A. A. A. book-list $1551.53 

A. L. A. index 256.00 

A. L. A. proceedings 35.70 

Arbor Day list 1-25 

Bird books 2.25 

Boys and girls 135.67 

Children's reading 21.84 

Christmas bulletin 1-55 

English history 26.22 

French fiction 2.29 

German list 65.90 

Girls and women 14.22 

Hungarian list 2.70 

Kroeger's guide 344.70 

Larned's literature 219.50 

Library tracts 212.94 

Miscellaneous cards 594.88 

Periodical cards 1756.58 

Political economy -25 

Portrait index 18.48 

Postage charged to customers 44.21 

Reading for the young 23.68 

Repriuts 39.22 

Subiect headings 423.70 

Sundries 13.23 

Warner cards 606.00 

Wells supplement -90 

$6415.39 

Charged sales $4884.87 

Cash sales 1630.52 
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Mr D. P. COREY next presented the report of the trustees of the Endowment 
fund. 

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES OF THE ENDOWMENT FUND 

Carnegie and Endowment funds trustees in account with American Library Association. 

1907 

Nov. 30. To balance as per account rendered (See Bulletin for 

May, 1908, p. 40-41) 16037.69 

1908 

Jan. 1. To interest, International trust co 40.93 

on bonds 675.00 

" 6. " on mortgage note 62.50 

" 27. " on Mo. Pacific notes 375.00 

" 30. Exchange of Mo. Pacific notes 150.00 

Feb. 1. Interest on bonds 262.50 

10. " on exchange of Mo. Pacific notes 27.50 

Mar. 10. " on bonds 575.00 

Apr. 7. " on Brookline Savings Bank 36.62 

" 20. " on Chelsea Savings Bank 22.52 

30. A. H. Hopkins, treasurer, for life memberships 100.00 

May 1. Interest on bonds 350.00 

Jan. 2. By A. L. A. Publishing board.... - $1000.00 

" 31. Collection charges on check .10 

May 1. State Street deposit vaults 40.00 

21. A. H. Hopkins, treasurer 159.22 

June 1. Cash deposited. Balance 

International Trust Co $4232.43 

Brookline Savings Bank 841.67 

Brookline Savings Bank 1293.18 

Chelsea Savings Bank 1148.66 7515.94 

$8715.26 $8715.26 
Statement of Invested Funds 

Carnegie fund 

Amer. Tel. & Tel. 4 per cent. Collateral Bonds, due July, 1929 $15000.00 

Cleveland Terminal & Valley R. R. 4 per cent, first mortgage Gold 

Bonds, due Nov. 1995 15000.00 

Missouri Pacific R. R. 6 per cent. Coupon Notes, due Feb. 1910 15000.00 

Missouri Pacific R. R. 5 per cent. Coupon Bonds, due Jan. 1917 15000.00 

N. Y. Central & Hudson River R. R. 3 1-2 per cent. Lake Shore 

Collateral Coupon Bonds, due Feb. 1998 15000.00 

Seaboard Air Line R. R. 4 per cent. Atlanta-Birmingham first 

mortgage Bonds, due May 1933 10000.00 

Western Union Tel. Co. 5 per cent. Collateral Trust Bonds, due 

Jan. 1938 15000.00 

$100000.00 

The above securities cost $99158.33 

Cash deposited in Brookline Savings Bank 841.67 

$100000.00 
Endowment fund 

Mortgage on house in South Boston at 5 per cent $2500.00 

U. S. Steel Corporation 5 per cent. Gold Bonds, due April 1963, par $2000, cost. . 1970.00 

Deposit in Brookline Savings Bank at 4 per cent 1293.18 

Deposit in Chelsea Savings Bank at 4 per cent 1148.66 



Rate of income on investments 
Carnegie fund, 04.56. 
Endowment fund, 04.70. 



$6911.84 
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Trial balance 

Bonds, Carnegie fund $ 100000.00 

Endowment fund 2000.00 

Mortgage account 2500.00 

Cash deposited 7515.94 

Carnegie fund, principal $100000.00 

income 4232.43 

Endowment fund, principal 6911.84 

Premium account, Carnegie fund 841.67 

Premium account, Endowment fund 30.00 

$112015.94 $112015.94 
Respectfully submitted, 

CHARLES C. SOULE, 
D. P. COREY, 
W. W. APPLETON, 
Trustees A. L. A. Endowment Fund. 
June 1, 1908. 

I have examined the foregoing account and have verified the figures, have seen 
the vouchers covering the several payments, and have compared the account with both 
the check book and the books of deposit. I have found that the balance of cash depos- 
ited, amounting to $7,515.94, agrees with the said books. I have examined the securities 
mentioned in the statement of Invested funds, and have found them to be as repre- 
sented, viz., the principal of the Carnegie fund, $100,000; the principal of the Endow- 
ment fund, $6,911.84. 

DREW B. HALL, 

Boston, June 15, 1908. Finance Committee. 



The PRESIDENT: This report will be 
accepted in the usual manner. 

While I have been sitting here I have 
been watching the flight of some of these 
curious little insects that seem to abound 
in this region and whose name, not being 
an entomologist, I do not know, but they 
seem, like other insects, to be fond of the 
light, and I have watched them approach- 
ing the illuminating globes in their spiral 
flight. It is something in this way, I have 
said to myself, that the American Library 
Association in its wide sweeps over our 
great country, occasionally comes perilously 
near to the Canadian border. Once in a 
while it even crosses the border, and flying 
Into the light, meets in some of the cities 
of our brothers across the line, thereby 
proving it is an American Library As- 
sociation continentally as well as merely 
nationally. Now this year, although we 
have not flown across the border, we have 
met in a border state. It is therefore very 
appropriate that we are to listen to a paper 
from Mr L. C. BURPEE, of Ottawa. 



CANADIAN LIBRARIES OF LONG AGO 
The first library of any kind in Canada— 
perhaps in North America — was that of 
Marc Lescarbot, the witty and vivacious 
historian of New France. We learn from 
his own narative that he brought his books, 
or some of them, with him to Port Royal 
In 1006; and, knowing the man, and the 
books that interested him most, one may 
venture a rough guess at the contents of 
this pioneer library of the New World. It 
probably included several of the Greek and 
Roman historians, philosophers and poets; 
perhaps the Voyages of Champlain, Jacques 
Cartier, and other of the early western ex- 
plorers; some at least of what were then 
the books of the hour; and almost cer- 
tainly a Bible, though one dare scarcely 
hazard a guess as to its theological com- 
plexion. Lescarbot was far in advance of 
his time in his liberal attitude toward 
theological opinions, as witness his fre- 
quent quotations from Calvin's Geneva 
Bible in his Histoire de la Nouvelle France, 
while on the other hand the metrical 



